THE    HEAD    OF   THE    WEDDELL    SEA :
The Manchurian ponies and Greenland dogs of the expedition
which had preceded the ship were here taken aboard, with fodder,
fuel and much other material. Buenos Aires was granted the rare
privilege of seeing two Antarctic expeditionary ships together, for
on the i4th of September the Fram sailed into the harbour and
made fast close to the Detttschland.
The Deutschland left Buenos Aires on October 4th, 1911, and
after an extremely rough passage reached South Georgia on the
zist.1   A very considerable amount of scientific work was done
on this island, while horses and dogs enjoyed a welcome rest
ashore.   Captain Vahsel, who was suffering from rheumatism,
also stopped ashore, as did several of the scientists when, on
November ist, the ship left Grytviken.    She was bound on a visit
to the little known islands of the South Sandwich group, discovered
by Captain Cook in 1775.    She encountered a tremendous gale,
with hail and snow, a temperature near freezing-point and a wind
of force eleven on the Beaufort Scale.2   Filchner estimated the
height of the waves at 6 j feet.   On the third day the storm abated
to some extent and the island of Lieskow came in sight, though
landing was not to be thought of in existing conditions.    Some of
the other islands were visited in turn, positions were taken and
soundings made, but the continued stormy weather prevented a
landing anywhere.   During the whole of the trip Filchner suffered
severely from sea-sickness and was only occasionally able to leave
his cabin.   The ship returned to Husvik in South Georgia by
November i2th, took on 120 tons of coal and returned to Gryt-
viken on the 19$!.   The Sandwich Island trip had proved an
unexpectedly severe test for the men and gave the ship a chance to
show her seaworthiness in no uncertain manner; it had not been
altogether barren of results, although scientific work had been
hindered by the storms.
Preparations for departure were now pushed forward. Twelve
Manchurian ponies were stabled in the bows of the ship on Decem-
ber 3rd, 1911, and the dogs soon followed. An added gift of two
oxen, two sheep and two pigs made the ship into a small farmyard.
All was finally prepared for the south by December nth, 1911,
when the expedition left the last outpost of civilisation at 9 a.m.
Observations had shown that the pack ice of the Weddell Sea was
less dense to the east, and Filchner's plan was to set a southerly
cotdcse through the pack until the shores of the continent were
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